Porphyria--the UCT experience.
Several forms of porphyria are commonly seen in South Africa. Much of the knowledge accumulated in this field has been due to the meticulous research of Professor Lennox Eales and his colleagues at the University of Cape Town. Professor Eales headed the Porphyria Research Group, founded by the CSIR in 1957 and upgraded to a Unit by the MRC in 1979, until he retired in 1983. Since then porphyria research at UCT has continued within the MRC Liver Research Centre. We present here a description of those forms of porphyria commonly seen in South Africa, based in part on recent work carried out at UCT and in part on the work of Lennox Eales, to whom we dedicate this article.